INTRODUCTION TO POWER
16165 when Conde was preparing to attend the council,
the Marshal de Themines, with an imposing escort, arrested
him, confined him in the Louvre, and then removed him
to the Bastille.
At once the startled opposition crumbled and vanished.
The crowd of place-seekers and dependents round Conde
moved over to the Louvre with the enthusiasm of cowardice.
The good folk of Paris, more true to its friends, avenged its
reverse by sacking the mansion of the Marshal d'Ancre,
but this was the only violence which followed the arrest of
Conde. Fundamentally, it came to every one as a relief.
There was no longer the dilemma of a choice between two
opposing powers, and the struggle had been won by the
traditional power, the only one which would have behind
it the force of divine right. The Keeper of the Seals,
du Vair, a sententious and grumbling old man, was
dismissed, and his post was offered to Mangot, thus leaving
vacant a secretaryship of state in the council. Richelieu,
who only a few days before had been appointed ambassador-
extraordinary in Spain, then received the reward of his
services. He had reached his goal. Without betraying any
gladness or pride, he made a show of accepting his appoint-
ment as one of those trusts which a man cannot honourably
avoid: cmy own inclination,3 he wrote in his Memoirs,
c would have made me prefer the continuation of my mission
in Spain, which was only temporary. But, apart from the
fact that I could not honourably deliberate in a situation
where the will of a superior power seemed to me absolute,
I admit that few young men would be capable of declining
the splendour of a post which promises favour and employ-
ment at the same time. I therefore accepted the proposals
made to me by the Marshal d'Ancre on the Queen's behalf/
Richelieu wore an air of resignation in thus assuming
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